are greatly enhanced by their colour. Perhaps half a page devoted to cerebral haemorrhage in leukaemia is unnecessary, since a similar condition is illustrated under leukaemic deposits. One may regret that there is no space for large brain slices processed in celloidin, but, as the author says, the choice of methods in neuropathology reflects personal preference.
Almost a quarter of this concise book is devoted to neoplasia and, in most respects, the author's viewpoint is that of Russell & Rubinstein's familiar textbook. One exception -the meningeal sarcoma of the cerebellum (plate 280-281) -is surely an example of a controversial entity diagnosed by many as a medulloblastoma? The production of this book is of a high standard; the bibliography and index are excellent.
R 0 BARNARD

Consultant Neuropathologist Maida Vale Hospital
Health The Society of Occupational Medicine has held a series ofsymposia on matters ofcurrent interest. In this symposium, as well as certain toxic hazards, the ergonomic aspects, the legal implications and the changes arising from new legislation, particularly the Sex Discrimination Act, were discussed. Mrs Joan Ward of Loughborough University opened with a paper entitled 'Sex Discrimination is Essential in Industry' and emphasized differences in physical capacity between the sexes. In the discussion which followed her paper the point was made that lack of physical strength could be compensated for by modification of tools but that this might cause damage to machinery in stronger hands. There was also discussion of the social pressure on women to undertake paid employment in view of the equal pay legislation.
Frank Preston of British Airways has studied the health of female cabin crews. There appear to be no specific diseases related to flying but the average sickness absence was longer among the stewardesses. A high proportion of those flying transmeridian routes had irregular and often prolonged menstrual cycles, possibly due to ovulatory inhibition secondary to stress due to repeated time zone changes.
Miss Betty Lockwood. now Baroness Lockwood, took 'The Sex Discrimination Act' as her title and gave a masterly review of the changes in social pattern that influence the current position of women. She summarized the work of the Equal Opportunities Commission as being to encourage good practices in eliminating discrimination and promoting equality of opportunity. So far the Commission has not used any of its enforcement powers.
Toxic risks in the chemical and asbestos industries were discussed by David Ferguson and Muriel Newhouse respectively. In spite of shorter average lengths of employment in the industry. women asbestos workers have an equal or higher risk of asbestos-related disease. Ferguson suggested that women chemical workers might have a greater susceptibility to toxic hazards and a two tier system for threshold limits values was discussed.
The last paper was given by Mrs Barbara Calvert QC on 'The Employers' Liability to the Unborn Child'. In a well argued paper she summarized the new legislation relating to women and the responsibilities of the employer. This article and the others are well worth reading in full and the discussion on each paper revealed major areas of current concern.
MURIEL NEWHOUSE
Section Editor SectionofOccupational Medicine
Biomedical Ultrasonics. P N T Wells pp 648 £24 London: Academic Press 1977 P N T Wells has a well established reputation as one of the leading practitioners in biomedical ultrasonics. His earlier book 'Physical Principles of Ultrasonic Diagnosis' (1969) has long been a standard reference work. It was thus with considerable interest that I opened his new, large book, on which he has been working for the last six years. I was not disappointed. What he has produced may be described as a handbook or encyclopaedia of biomedical ultrasonics, written for the physicist or engineer. Every significant development up to the end of 1975 appears to be included, is discussed critically, and is well documented.
Well over half the book is concerned with the physics and the technology of ultrasonics. There are extensive sections on clinical applications in diagnosis, and a most useful chapter on therapeutic applications -a topic which has not received much attention, but which is of considerable importance because of the large number of patients concerned. There is also a full discussion of biological effects of ultrasound, and the related hazards. This book is an essential purchase for any department which is engaged in any aspect of biological or medical ultrasonics. Unfortunately its price puts it beyond the reach of most individuals.
5J WYARD
Professor ofPhysics Guy's Hospital MedicalSchool
